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LODDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUMCIL 


THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  TTEE  YEAR  1967 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  for  1967* 

The  Rural  District  of  Loddon  covers  60,406  acres  and  has  an 
estimated  mid-year  population  of  13 >130,  an  increase  over  1966  of 
380  persons. 

A  superficial  scrutiny  of  the  annual  returns  and  a  comparison 
of  the  figures  with  previous  years  does  not  give  a  true  guide  to  the 
improvement  or  otherwise  in  the  public  health  situation  in  the 
district.  For  example,  in  1967  the  number  of  deaths  notified  was 
147  arid  this  would  seem  a  large  increase  in  the  113  notified  in 
i960.  The  apparently  adverse  effect  is  caused  entirely  by  the 
increase  in  deaths  in  the  65  to  75  and  75  and  over  age  groups  and  so 
need  not  cause  alarm. 

Apart  from  one  infant  who  died  shortly  after  birth  there  were 
no  deaths  amongst  children  under  the  age  of  21  years.  The  only 
infectious  disease  which  was  notified  in  any  number  was  measles, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  vaccine  which  is  currently  in  use  will 
effectively  control  this  disease  in  the  near  future. 

Notifications  are  not  made  of  non-inf ectious  diseases,  but 
some  guide  to  the  incidence  of  the  more  important  ones  may  be  gained 
by  studying  the  notification  of  deaths  under  the  age  of  65  years. 

The  pre-eminent  culprits  are  the  group  of  diseases  affecting  the 
heart  and  blood  vessels  (items  17?  13,  19 >  20  arid  21  in  table  ll). 
Sixteen  persons  were  under  65  years  of  age.  It  is  believed  that  the 
stress  of  modern  living  may  be  an  important  factor  in  the  causation 
of  these  diseases.  This  is  almost  impossible  to  control  effectively. 
However,  there  is  now  an  ever  increasing  weight  of  evidence  to  show 
that  certain  other  more  controllable  factors  have  an  important 
bearing  on  the  towal  incidence  of  these  diseases,  most  notably 
coronary  disease*  which  killed  35  people  in  the  Loddon  District  in 
1967,  seven  of  whom  were  under  65  years  of  age.  These  controllable 
faccors  are  those  of  overweight  and  lack  of  exercise.  H077  much 
better  to  prevent  the  first  attack,  which  causes  a  high  mortality, 
by  a  slight  adjustment  in  one' s  way  of  living  from  about  the  age 
of  35  years  onwards. 

Of  all  the  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to,  cancer  and  the  prospect 
of  it  is  the  most  frightening,  but  the  most  frequently  occurring 
one  of  all  -  lung  cancer,  whose  incidence  has  grown  so  alarmingly 
in  recent  years,  is  the  one  most  eminently  preventable.  Yet 
cigarette  sales  are  ever  increasing  and  no  serious  effort  is  made 
to  stop  young  people  developing  the  addiction.  Seven  men  died  of 
this  disease  in  Loddon  District  during  the  year,  three  of  them  under 
55  years  of  age. 

Not  only  ill  health  and  the  prospect  of  death  cause  human  misery. 
New  life  under  certain  circumstances  can  be  equally  culpable.  Eight 


illegitimate  births  were  notified.  We  may  hope  that  all  the  sixteen 
lives  involved  will  not  be  too  adversely  affected  by  the  events,  but 
this  nevertheless  is  a  source  of  human  unhappiness  which  need  not 
occur  in  this  day  and  age. 

Five  old  people  died  as  the  result  of  accidents  other  than  the 
three  deaths  c  used  by  motor  vehicles.  Vehicle  accidents  on  the 
roads  injured  115  persons  -  42  of  them  being  categorised  as  serious, 
apart  from  the  three  deaths. 

If  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  causes  of  death  are  only  a  small 
proportion  of  the  population  who  actually  suffered  from  the  same 
complaints  during  the  period  under  review,  it  will  be  appreciated  how 
much  human  suffering  could  be  prevented  by  some  sensible  adjustment 
in  the  way  of  living  of  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  population. 

It  takes  the  support  of  those  in  close  contact  with  a  woman  as 
well  as  considerable  personal  courage  for  her  to  submit  herself  to  a 
cervical  smear  test  for  cancer,  where  no  amount  of  exhortation  in 
newspapers  or  on  the  wireless  and  television  will  succeed. 

Your  enthusiastic  and  energetic  Health  Education  Committee  who- 
have  done  such  excellent  work  in  the  past  will ,  I  hope,  find 
encouragement  for  their  efforts  in  the  future  from  the  facts  and 
figures  presented  here. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  obedient  servant 

R.D.  Harland 


Local  Health  Office, 
Aspland  Road, 
Norwich, 

NOR  19S. 


LODDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  -  1967 


Table  1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) 

Estimated  Resident  Population 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  produced  by  a  Penny  Rate 


So , 406 
13,130 
£  304,274 
£  1, 221 


Table  2.  LIVE  BIRTHS 


; 

males 

I 

I  _ 

Females  j  Total 

\ 

! 

|  Legitimate  j  86 

j  Illegitimate  j  4 

|  I  ' 

i 

99  1  185 

4  .  8 

s 

Totals  !  90 

r  ~  t 

105  ;  193 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  =  14. 


Table  3,  STILL  BIRTHS 


; 

t 

Males 

Females. 

Total  I 

1 

! 

1  Legitimate 

1 

1 

1 

..  2 

;  Illegitimate 

l   .  .   .  -  

— 

__ 

-  ! 

1 

1  Totals 

1  ‘ 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  =  10.2 


Table  4.  TOTAL  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females  . 

1  Total 

I 

1  Legitimate 

.  87 

100 

j 

137 

Illegitimate 

4 

• 

4 

8 

] 

Table  5.  INFANT  DEATHS 

(a)  Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year) 


■ 

Males 

Females 

"1 

j  Total 

Legitimate 

-f* 

1 

!  ! 

Illegitimate 

_ 

! 

| .  .. 

Totals 

• 

1 

I  •  r 

Infant  Mortality  Dates 

Total  =  5.2 
Legitimate  =  5*4 
Illegitimate  =  0.0 


(per  1,000  live  births) 

(per  1,000  legitimate  births) 
(per  1,000  illegitimate  births)' 


(b)  Neo-Natal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  during  the 

first  four  weeks) 


— 

I 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

. 

1 

1 

i  Illegitimate 

i 

.  - 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  =5.2 


(c) 


Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  wee 


• 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

" 

_ 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  =  5 • 2 
(d)  Perinatal  Mortality  (Still  births  and  deaths  under  1  wee 


.  .  .  • 

-  •  -  •• 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

.  .  ..p. 

2  ■  - 

. 3- 

Illegitimate 

L—  - 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  =  15-3 


Table  6.  ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS 


Males  -  4  Females  -  4  Total  =  8  =  /\.r/o  of  total  live  births 

Table  7*  MATERNAL  DEATHS  (including  abortion)  =  NIL 
Maternal  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  ='  0.0 

Table  8.  DEATHS  (All  ages) 


i  | 


Males 

Females 

Total 

77 

_ 

70 

147 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  =  11.2 


Table  9.  CAUSE  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum 

“ 

1 

1 

Table  10.  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  DEATHS  RECEIVED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(According  to  Age  Groups) 


Males 

Females 

;  Total 

1 

Under  4  .weeks 

1 

J 

1 

4  weeks  and  under  lyear 

- 

_ 

If  ft 

5 

- 

- 

M  ft 

15 

- 

_ 

15  "  " 

25 

- 

1 

1 

25  "  " 

35 

- 

- 

j 

35  " 

45 

- 

4 

4 

45  "  " 

55 

5 

.  4 

9 

H  ft 

65 

10 

10 

20 

65  "  " 

75 

24 

20 

44 

75  and.  over 

38 

30 

|  68 

Totals 

1 

77 

70 

IT— 

1 — I 

Table  11.  CAUSE  Ox?  TOTAL  DEATHS  (Registrar  -General) 


1 

Cause 

Males 

Females 

Total 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

1 

1 

2 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

7 

7 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

3  I 

3 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

9 

11 

20 

15.  Leukemia  and  aleukemia 

1 

1 

2 

l6.  Diabetes 

1 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

13 

23 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

24 

11 

35 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  diseases 

- 

1 

1 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

8 

12 

20 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

2 

4 

23 •  Pneumonia 

3 

2 

5 

24 •  bronchitis 

3 

2 

5 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratoiy  system 

1 

- 

1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

4 

4 

8 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

2 

3 

34.  All  other'  accidents 

2 

3 

5 

35 •  Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

1 

77 

1- 

70 

! 

i 

147 

Table  12.  SUMMARY  OF  BIRTH  AMD  DEATH  RASES 


t— - - - 

1957 

Live  Births  per  1,000  pop. 

(193) 

Loddon  R.D. 

14.7 

Area  5 

16.3 

England  and  Lales  (provisional) 

17.2 

Still  Births  per  1,000  total  births 

(2)  | 

Loddon  R.D. 

10.2 

Area  5 

9.4 

England  and  Wales  (provisional) 

14.8 

Crude  Deaths  per  1,000  pop. 

(147) 

Loddon  R.D, 

11.2 

Area  5 

12.5 

England  and  ’/'ales  (provisional) 

11.2 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births 

(1) 

Loddon  R.D. 

5.2 

Area  5 

14.6 

England  and  Wales  (provisional) 

_ 

18.3 

i 

NOTE  ;  1.  Figures  in  brackets  are  the  actual  numbers 
for  Loddon  R.D. 

Area  5  comprises  Depvade,  Forehoe  &  Henstead  and 
Loddon  R.D’s,  and  Diss  and  Wymondham  U.D's. 


2. 


Table  13.  DEATHS  SUE  TO  CANCER  -  Loddon  R.D. 


Table  14.  CANCER  DEATHS  DURING  LAST  FIVE  YEARS  -  Loddon  R.D. 


Year 

Mai  e 

Female 

Total 

Total 

Cancer 

Total 

Total 

Cancer 

Deaths 

Cancer  | 

of 

Deaths 

Cancer 

of 

Deaths  i 

i 

Lung 

deaths 

Lung 

1967 

77 

13  | 

7 

70 

16 

! 

i960 

58 

12 

3 

55 

13 

1 

1965 

70 

12 

4 

74 

7 

1  • 

1964 

66 

12  i 

3 

60 

ll 

- 

1963 

66 

12 

1 

1 

3 

73 

13 

2 

Totals 

337 

66  i 

1 

..  - —  L 

20 

332 

60 

4 

} 

Table  15 .  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES-  Loddon  R.D. 

(According  to  Age  Groups) 


— 

Under 

1 

1-4 

yrs. 

5-14 

yrs. 

15-24 

yrs. 

Over 

25 

Totals 

[  . . 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

_ 

Measles 

1 

36 

75 

2 

114 

Fhooping  Cough 

3 

- 

3 

Pneumonia 

— m 

- 

- 

4 

4 

4 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

- 

1 

2 

!  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

- 

1 

1 

2 

N  on-pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

- 

_ 

3 

3 

Totals 

1 

40 

— 

75 

— 

3 

9 

128 

Table  1 6.  INCIDENCE  OF,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  During  last  five 
years  -  Loddon  P.D. 


' 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

-  ■ 

1967 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  7  • 

12 

3 

10 

— 

Measles 

266 

•  ■  79 

101 

70 

114 

whooping  Cough 

5 

1 

75 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

11 

..  10 

b 

9 

4 

Infective  Jaundice 

4 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

- 

1 

1 

•  - 

’ 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

37 

1 

4 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

5  ' 

4 

-  1 

2 

•  •  2- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

1 

2 

2 

- 

■  Meningococcal  infection 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

- 

2 

- 

4 

2 

Non- pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

3 

Totals 

341 

1  1  ,  -  ■  .1 

1 — 1 

1 — \ 

197 

104 

128 

Table  17 .  VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

Vaccination  of  children  (under  five  years  of  age) 
during  the  year,  resident  in  the  District  and 
Area  5?  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


■ 

Loddon  R.D. 

. 

Area  5 

. 

■ 

•  1967 

1967 

Number  of  live  births 
registered 

193 

1164 

|  Number  of  vaccinations 
recorded  ( 0—4  years) 

151 

753 

Percentage  vaccinated 

78 

65 

_ 

Table  18.  DIPHTHERIA  BMUNISATION 


The  following  is  the  number  of  primary  immunisations 
and  booster  injections  given  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  Area  5* 


PRIMARY 

BOOSTERS 

Under 

1 

Age 

1-4 

Age 

5-14 

Total 

Age 

1-4 

Age 

5-15 

Total 

CO 

c— 

'V 

591 

42 

1,111 

603 

— 

1,155 

1,758 

Table  19 .  VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

The  following  is  the  number  of  primary  immunisations 
and  boosters  given  in  Area  5  during  the  year. 


PRIMARY 

BOOSTERS 

0-3 

yrs. 

4-14 

yrs. 

0-3 

yrs. 

4-14 

yrs. 

1,034 

74 

,  137 

853  | 

i.  -  — _  i 

Table  20.  IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  TOPPING  COUGH 

The  following  is  the  number  of  whooping  cough  immunisations 
recorded  in  Area  5  during  the  year. 


PRIMARY 

BOOSTERS 

1 

Under  1 

Age  1-4  j  Age  5-14 

Total 

Under  5 

475 

584  !  4 

i 

1063 

_ 

724 

Table  21.  IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  TETANUS 

The  following  is  the  number  of  tetanus  immunisations 
recorded  in  Area  5  during  the  year. 


PRIMARY 

BOOSTERS 

Under  1 

Age  1-4 

Age  5-14 

Total 

Age  1-4 

Age  5-14 

473 

606 

100 

1192 

612 

_ — — — 

1678 

Table  22.  B.C.G.  VACCINATION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS 

This  is  given  at  the  age  of  13  years  to  all  school  children 
who  do  not  react  to  the  tuberculin  skin  test.  Number  of 
skin  tests  and  subsequent  B.C.G.  vaccinations  in  Area  5 
last  year  is  recorded. 


Number 

Skin  Tested 

Number 

Positive 

Number 

B.C.G.  Vaccinated 

930 

89 

1 

- —  .  - - - 

737 

' 

• 


■ 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1967 


Farthing  Green  House, 
Loddon, 

Norwich,  Nor.  23W. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Loddon  Rural  District  Council, 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  last  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  196?, 


HOUSING. 


(a)  New  Dwellings, 

The  number  of  new  dwellings  const rue ted  in  the 
district  during  the  year  was  as  follows 


Type. 

Council. 

Private. 

Total. 

Bungalows 

15 

71 

86. 

Houses . 

- 

28 

© 

CO 

CM 

TOTALS 

15 

99 

114. 

Since  the  war  1,566  new  dwellings  have  been 
constructed  which  constitutes  a  third  of  the  total 
number  of  dwellings  in  the  area. 

Most  builders,  architects,  etc.,  are  now 
acquainted  with  the  provisions  of  the  Building  Regulations, 
but  the  checking  of  plans  and  the  inspection  of  various 
stages  of  construction  take  up  considerably  more  time 
than  they  did  previously. 

(b) .  Old  Dwellings. 

Modernising  properties  by  means  of  Housing  Act 
grants  continues.  The  number  of  applications  approved 


was  as  follows 

Discretionary. 

Standard . 

Total 

Owner/Occupier. 

11 

31 

42. 

Tenant. 

8 

31 

39. 

19 

62 

81. 

The  number 

of  grants  completed  was  •  - 

Owner/ 0  ccupier . 

Tenant. 

Discretionary. 

17 

7 

24 

Standard . 

28 

20 

48 

Total, 

45 

27 

72 

-  2  - 


(b).  Old  Dwellings  continued 

Many  approaches  have  been  made  to  the  Ministry  to 
have  maximum  grant  contributions  raised  to  a  more  realistic 
level  and  a  White  Paper  has  recently  been  published  on 
this  subject.  This  sets  out  proposals  for  a  revision  of 
the  grant  structure  and  an  increase  in  maximum  contributions. 
The  effect  of  the  White  Paper  has  been  a  slight  decrease 
in  grant  applications  and  it  is  hoped  that,  when  the  Bill 
is  enacted,  there  will  be  a  consequent  increase. 


Without  carrying  out  a  physical  survey,  as  accurate 
an  assessment  as  possible  has  been  made  of  the  number  of 
dwellings  which  lack  mains  water  and  a  W.C.  The  position 
is  as  follows  : - 

There  are  4,764  dwellings  in  the  district  and  385 
are  without  mains  water.  Of  this  number  156  have  a 
private  supply  piped  to  the  house  and  217  have  wells.  The 
remaining  12  are  without  any  form  of  water  supply,  but  only 
2  are  occupied. 

There  are  761  dwellings  without  a  W.C.  of  which 
746  either  cannot,  or  are  not  fit  to,  be  connected  to 
a  sewer.  Of  this  number,  31  are  in  Geldeston  and  130 
are  subject  to  Orders  (70  of  these  are  vacant).  The 
majority  of  the  746  are,  of  course,  in  parishes  not  yet 
sewered.  The  15  which  could  be  connected  are  as  follows 

Norton  o.......  4 

Thurlton  ........  6 

Kirby  Cane  ......  4 

Lodd  on  ........  1 


Summary 

Without  mains  or  piped  supply  4.8$ 
Without  W.C.  ...............  l6$ 

(Cannot  be  connected  to  sewer  1 5«7$') 


An  investigation  has  also  been  made  into  the  number 
of  properties  improved  but  remaining  empty.  Only  four 
such  properties  have  remained  empty  for  any  considerable 
period. 


Action  taken  in  respect  of  old  property. 

Visits  and  inspections  ................  186. 

Demolit ion  Ord  er s  ... ...... .... ...... .®  2. 

U  nd  ert a  ki ng  s  .o..eo  .....o..............  12. 

Houses  Repaired  ........ .... ....... «...  30 . 

Houses  d emolished  ............eo........  13® 


Overcrowding , 

No  case  was  reported  or  investigated  during  the 

year. 

Verminous  and  other  infested  premises. 

One  case  was  reported  and  treatment  was  carried 
but  satisfactorily. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

As  in  previous  years  an  August  survey  was  carried 
out  on  behalf  of  Norfolk  County  Council,  to  ascertain 
the  number  of  tents  and  caravans  in  the  area  at  the 
seasonal  peak. 

There  are  two  licensed  sites  for  holiday  or 
touring  caravans.  Improvements  were  carried  out  at 
one  site  and  plans  have  been  received  for  further 
alterations  to  the  second. 

Numher  of  Residential  Caravans  ....  13. 

Number  of  Visits  .... .............  56® 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 


Rainfall. 


The  total  rainfall  in  1967  for  the  Loddon  area  was 
21.47  inches  compared  with  22.48  inches  for  the  previous 
year.  In  recent  years  the  two  extremes  are  16.57  inches 
in  1959  and  30.81  inches  in  i960. 

The  Norfolk  average  over  the  last  30  years  is 
25.87  inches. 

The  Loddon  area  figures  for  1967  are 


January. 

Monthly  Rainfall. 

1.11 

Total  Rainfall 

1.11 

February. 

1.62 

2.73 

March. 

0.45 

3.18 

April. 

2.09 

5.27 

May. 

2.88 

8.15 

June. 

0.47 

8.62 

July. 

1.21 

9.83 

August . 

1.72 

11.55 

September. 

2.41 

13.96 

October. 

3.53 

17.49 

November. 

2.42 

19.91 

December. 

1.56 

21.47 
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(b)  Public  Water  Supplies., 

The  district  continues  to  be  supplied  with  mains 
water  from 

(1)  Non-rich  Waterworks  via  the  water  tower  at 
Yelverton  (20,000  gallons  capacity'1,  the 
water  tower  at  Loddon  Ingloss  (245,000 
gallons  capacity^  and  the  booster  main  at 
Brooke 0  This  supplies  the  whole  area 
apart  from  the  six  southern  parishes 
bounding  the  River  Waveney, 

(21  East  Anglian  Water  Company  (Headworks  at 

Outne.y  Common,  Bungay)  via  the  steel  water 
tower  at  Ditchingham  (90,000  gallons 
capacity) •  This  serves  the  parishes  of 
Ditchingham,  Broome,  Kirby  Cane,  Ellingham, 
Geldeston  and  Gillingham* 

Water  samples  for  bacteriological  analysis  were 
taken  from  consumers*  taps,  from  new  lengths  of  mains 
on  building  sites  and  from  mains  extensions.  Of  the 
56  samples  taken  52  were  highly  satisfactory.  The 
remaining  4  from  mains  extensions  were  passable,  but 
proved  satisfactory  on  re-sampling.  In  such  cases  re¬ 
flushing  and  re-chlorination  are  carried  out  before 
another  sample  is  taken. 

During  the  year  there  were  128  new  mains 
connections. 


(c)  Private  Water  Supplies, 

Of  the  eight  samples  taken  from  well  supplies 
submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis,  three  were 
satisfactory  and  five  were  unsatisfactory. 

As  a  result  one  well  was  closed,  four  have 
alternative  supplies  and  two  will  connect  to  the  water 
mains  when  available. 


SEWERAGE, 

Existing  Plants, 

There  are  six  main  sewage  disposal  works  in 
the  area  :  - 

1,  Loddon  and  Chedgrave, 

2,  Brooke, 

3,  Ditchingham 

4,  Ellingham  and  Kirby  Cane, 

5o  Gillingham, 

6,  Norton  and  Thurlton, 
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Existing  Plants  continued 


In  addition  there  are  thirty  small  disposal  works 
serving  Council  and  Private  Estates  where  no  main  sewer 
is  available.  These  are  incorporated  into  the  main 
schemes  when  they  are  constructed. 


Future  Schemes. 

(l't  Geldeston  village  scheme  commenced  in  1968 
and,  despite  setbacks,  is  expected  to  be 
completed  during  1969. 

( 2]  Sewage  schemes  for  Hales,  Heckingham  and 
Thurton  are  held  up  due  to  the  proposal 
to  treat  sewage  from  these  parishes  and 
from  Brooke,  Loddon  and  Chedgrave,  at  a 
new  central  plant  to  be  situated  west  of 
Loddon.  This  scheme  is  still  in  the 
hands  of  the  consulting  engineers. 

Effluent  Samples. 

During  the  year  28  samples  were  taken  from  the 
six  sewage  works: - 


Brooke. 


1  Field  sample 

- 

Good. 

1  River  Board 

- 

Good. 

2  River  Board 

- 

Poor. 

Ditching ham. 

2  Field  Samples 

- 

Good. 

Ellingham. 

4  Field  Samples 

- 

Good. 

1  River  Board 

- 

Borderline 

Gillingham. 

5  Field  Samples 

- 

Good. 

Loddon. 

1  Field  Sample 

— 

Good. 

1  River  Board 

— 

Good. 

2  River  Board 

- 

Poor. 

Norton. 

7  Field  Samples 

— 

Good. 

1  Public  Analyst 

- 

Good . 

As  expected  only  Brooke  and  Loddon  gave  poor  results 
on  full  analysis,  but  generally  these  plants  are  overloaded. 
The  other  four  effluents  are  good.  The  plant  at  Norton 
seems  to  have  settled  down  much  more  quickly  than  did  those 
at  Ellingham  and  Gillingham.  This  could  be  due  either  to 
variations  in  design  or  to  the  fact  that  life 
in  the  filters  appeared  to  establish  itself  more  rapidly. 

Septic  Tank  Emptying. 

A  total  of  1,138  loads  or  1,138,000  gallons  was  emptied 
from  dwellings,  sewage  works  and  housing  plants.  This  is  a 
slightly  lower  figure  than  for  1966,  but  higher  than  other 
years. 
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Septic  Tank  Emptying.  continued 


Plant .  Number  of  Loads, 

Private  Tanks.  603 

Council  House  Plants.  281 

Miscellaneous  254 

(Sewage  Works,  Farms 

and  Schools)  — — — - 

1,138. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

664  loads  of  refuse,  weighing  approximately  4,100  tons, 
were  collected  during  the  year.  This  is  equivalent  to  6  lbs. 
per  household  per  day. 

The  weekly  collection  continued  satisfactorily  throughout 
the  year  and  special  collections  of  bulk  items  were  made  in 
April  and  October.  Collections  x-iere  also  made  from  boatyards 
during  the  summer  season. 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

1.  Meat  Inspection. 

There  is  only  one  licensed  slaughter  house  in  the  district 


and  one  hundred  per  cent  inspection 

is  carried 

out. 

CARCASES  AND 

OFFALS. 

Details 

Cattle. 

Calves. 

Pl£S. 

Sheep 

Number  killed 

208 

2 

- 

6 

Number  inspected. 

208 

2 

- 

6 

All  diseases,  except  tuberculosis 
(a)  Where  whole  carcase  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b^1  Carcase  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  condemned. 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  some  disease, 
other  than  T.B. 

4.80 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only 

(a)  Whole  carcase  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b'j  Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  condemned 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  T.B. 

1.44 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Meat  Inspection 


continued 


The  following  condemnation  of  carcase  parts  or  offals 
were  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed  : - 


Animal* 

Organ  or  parts. 

Condition. 

Cattle 

8  Livers. 

Abscessed . 

Cattle 

1  Liver. 

Fluke. 

Cattle 

1  Set  Lungs. 

Pneumonia. 

Cattle 

3  Crown  Fats. 
(Mesent ery) 

Tuberculosis 

The  number  of  livers  affected  by  abscesses  was  lower 
than  the  previous  year  and  it  is  hoped  this  trend  will 
continue,.  This  occurs  mainly  in  young  animals  and  has  been 
attributed  to  intensive  feeding  methods,, 


Number  of  Visits  67 


In  addition  to  the  above  Slaughterhouse,  there  is 
one  licensed  Knackers  Yard  in  the  area. 


Poultry  Inspection* 

Due  to  the  large  increase  in  poultry  produced  and 
prepared  for  human  consumption,  the  Ministry  of  Health  has 
asked  all  local  authorities  to  carry  out  regular  inspections 
of  poultry  preparation  where  practicable*  In  large  plants 
a  system  is  now  operated  whereby  trained  staff  ("Spotters” ) 
remove  from  the  line  all  birds  showing  evidence  of  abnormality. 
These  are  later  inspected  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

It  was  found  that,  in  the  Loddon  District,  there 
are  three  small  units  where  poultry  are  killed  and  prepared. 

As  a  result  of  initial  inspections  one  new  building  has  been 
constructed  to  replace  a  wooden  shed,  and  another  owner  has  moved  to 
more  satisfactory  premises  and  a  conversion  carried  out  to 
provide  satisfactory  working  conditions* 

The  co-operation  of  the  owners  concerned  has  been 
good  and  conditions  today  are  a  great  improvement  on  those 
that  originally  existed*  As  well  as  satisfactory  drainage 
facilities,  refrigeration,  clean  working  surfaces,  etc., 
adequate  artificial  lighting  (which  is  essential')  has 
also  been  provided. 

Since  the  initial  inspections,  considerable 
improvements  have  also  been  affected  in  the  hygienic 
operation  of  the  plants  and  particular  emphasis  has  been 
placed  on  the  use  of  a  hypochlorite  solution  during 
evisceration* 

Weekly  inspections  are  now  made  of  the  premises; 
these  were  instituted  towards  the  end  of  19 67.  So  far, 
the  only  cond emnations  made  have  been  of  emaciated  birds 
which  are  discarded  prior  to  evisceration,  emaciation 
being  direct  evidence  of  disease  or  abnormality*  There 
have  been  no  condemnations  of  inspected  birds. 
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2.  Poultry  Inspection  continued 


Number  of  Visits  ........  ®®.  42 

Number  of  Poultry  inspected  3,779 
Condemnations  .  ® .  o  ©  ®  ®  ©  ®  ©  ® .  ®  ©  3 

Percentage  condemned  .......  0.079$ 


3 .  Inspection  of  Other  Foods  (Food  Premises 

All  food  premises  in  the  district  were  inspected 
during  the  year  and  standards  were  found  to  be  generally 
high. 


Some  slight  problems  were  experienced  with  stock 
rotation  of  wrapped  confectionery  due  to  a  tendency  bn  the 
part  of  a  few  shopkeepers  to  place  over-much  reliance  on 
modern  methods  of  packaging o  These  problems  would  never 
arise,  I  feel,  could  the  manufacturers  be  persuaded  to 
drop  their  obscure  codes  in  favour  of  a  clearly  legible  date 
stamp. 


Food  voluntarily  surrendered  : - 

2  Tins  Corned  Beef  ..........  8  lbs. 

(punctured  -  contents  mouldy'' 

&  T ins  Ham  .... ......  4  lbs . 

(putrefaction'' 


The  number  of  food  premises  is  made  up  as  follows 


General  Stores  ... 

Butchers 

Fish  Sc  Chip  Shops 
Bakeries  . . • . . 

Dairies  .©o®.®....®..®®.... 
Catering  establishments  .©.. 
Public  Houses  ®©®®®®©©®®o®.© 


oe@®«ffl«®©o 

©®0®»90®e0©©®©®®«®©© 

©  ©  o  ©  ©  ®  ®  ©  o  ®  o 

©©©00©®0©000000 


50 

5 
3 

1 

®  4 

®  5 
® 

103 


Since  the  war  13  Public  Houses  have  been  closed. 


Number  of  Visits  lo7 
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R  0  DENT  CONTROL. 


The  Council’s  Rodent  Operator  carried  out  surveys 
inspections  and  treatment  in  villages,  trade  premises, 
some  farms,  Council  refuse  tips  and  sewage  works. 

Inspected . 

Treated . 

Dwell! nghouses  ®©®®©®o©©©©© 

2,665 

662. 

Agricultural  &  trade  premises 

50 

50 

Council  Works. 

7 

7 

2,722 

719 

This  work  includes  treatment  of  both  rats  and  mice. 
There  has  been  no  evidence  of  immunity  to  the  poison  used. 

The  majority  of  treatments  are  carried  out  using  Warfarin, 
but  some  zinc  phosphide  is  used . 

There  is  also  a  private  contractor  who  carries 
out  treatments  on  farm  premises. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  department  was  called  upon  to  investigate 
certain  cases  of  infectious  disease  and  16  visits  were 
made  to  reported  cases  of  Salmonella  infection,  Sonne 
Dysentery  and  Scarlet  Fever. 


FACTORIES  ACT. 

There  are  79  Factories  with  and  13  without 
mechanical  power. 

W.C’s  and  wash  hand  basins,  with  septic  tank 
drainage,  have  been  provided  at  three  premises,  in  place 
of  chemical  closets  only. 


Number  of  Visits  32. 


-  10  - 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  &  RAILWAY  PREMISES 

ACT,  1963 » 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections, 


Registered 

urine.  jaar< 

Offices,  1 

Retail  Shops, 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  Public, 

Fuel  Storage  Depots, 

1 


Total  registered 
at  end  of  year. 

Inspections 

3 

4 

32 

32 

3 

3 

1 

1 

41 

40 

Total  number  of  visits 
to  Registered  Premises  »,0  I08 

Analysis  of  Contraventions, 

Cleanliness  . . 4 

Temperatures  (no  thermometers),,  6 

Fencing  exposed  parts  of 
machinery  ©.o®©®©©®®®©©®®®®®®©©©  3 

First  Aid  ,©99a»®o©«©®©*©©«©«®®*  1 

GENERAL, 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  other  inspections  and  visits 
carried  out  :  - 

Sewage  Works,  Sewer  Connections  . . . .  349 

D  ra  mag  e  Tests  a  nd  I  ns  pec  1 10  ns  ©©©©©©©©o©®©©©©*®©®©®  ,,,,•#  4o  9 
Building  Regulations  I nspections  ©©©©e©©,©©©,©,©,©,,©©©,©,© 1398 
Discretionary  Grants  ©©©©oo©©®®©©©©©®©©©©©®©®©©©©©©®®©©®©©©  139 
S ta ndard  G rant s  ©©o®©®©©®®©©©®©®®®©©©©®©©©©®©®©©®©®®©©®©©©  3 9^ 
Nui sa nc e  ^ 1 sit s  ©©©o®©®©®©©©®®©®,©©©©©©©®, ©,©«•©©©•©••©••©  40 

Nuisances  Abated  ©©©©©©v®©®©©©®©®©®,©©©®®,®©©®©®©®©©®©®®®©®  3 

Public  Conveniences  a**®©©©®®®®®©®©©,©®®®©©,®©©®®©,©®®®©®®©  33 

Water  Supplies  ©©o©©,©®®©,®® ©©•©•• •©©•ooe®®©o©©®o©©o©©©®©©  193 

38 


Rodent  Control. © 
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GENERAL. 

Inspections  and  visits  (continued^ 


Petroleum  Regulations 
Waste  Foods  Order 
Street  Lighting 
Footpaths  ....... 

Miscellaneous  Visits 


24 

6 

12 

11 

126 


In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and 
support;  also,  to  Dr.  D.F.Hadman,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  other  members  of  the  staff,  for  their  help 
and  co-operation. 


I  am,  Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 
K.  S.  STARLING. 


